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Director's Letter 



by Lee Lockwood 



The Gypsy in Our Soul ** 

Boskug is without a permanent home at present. The Minute- 
man School has given us notice that we can meet there no longer. 
For February and March, we have temporary quarters at the Lex- 
ington High School, not very far away. But we must find some- 
thing more suitable and permanent. 

If you work for a corporation or institution with a cafeteria or 
meeting room that woiild be suitable (it should be large enough 
for 40 or 50 people and have AC available), please call me. If you 
have any ideas on the subject, if you've been to other user group 
meetings that seemed to fit the bill, please call me. 965-6343. 

The BCS & US & Boskug's Future 

This issue contains an interesting dialogue about Boskug and 
its relationship with the BCS. Bob Waters, Boskug Co-Director 
and co-founder (along with yours truly), gives some of his 
personal reservations about continuing to be part of the BCS and 



calls for Boskug to secede from the union. Adam Heath, our 
bulletin board sysop and one of our most active "activists," offers 
his reasons why we should stay. 

Debates like this are healthy for the group because they make 
us focus on what our goals and priorities are and ought to be. I 
hope that every Boskug member will read both essays and let us 
know your thoughts. 

As both writers indicate, we've had our problems interfacing 
with the BCS over the years. One reason is that, unlike most other 
user groups, which started under the BCS aegis, we came under 
the imibrella already fully-formed. Like a confirmed bachelor set 
in his ways, Boskug had trouble at first adapting to the mutual 
demands of marriage, while our new "mate" had similar diffi- 
culty getting used to us. But all that seems to be behind us now. 
At least I hope so. ^ 

A more serious question, it seems to me, is whether there are 
more benefits to Boskug's members in belonging to the BCS than 
in not. It's true that user groups derive but a pittance of the total 
BCS membership fee. But the pittance has been growing, how- 
ever slowly, and so has the support from the BCS office. 

Continued on page 1 5 



Meeting Schedule 



Note our new (temporary) address for 
the February and March Meetings! 

Career Guidance Center . ,^ . 
Building "E'^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Lexington High School ^ ^ -^ 

The Taxman Cometh 

(MS-DOS Computers) - ^r' 

Tuesday, February 8, 1988, at 7:30 p.m. 

John Salsgiver will demonstrate PC/TAXCUT, a popular and 
inexpensive program that will calculate and print out a complete 
1 040 tax return with up to 23 forms and schedules — ready to sign 
and file. 

John will also show how you can use LOTUS spreadsheet ad- 
ins to do your taxes. 

And Yale Goldman will illustrate the uses of FRAMEWORK in 
preparing tax returns. 

AH in all, an informative evening that should not prove taxing. 
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WordStar 2000 Plus, Revision 3 
(MS-DOS Computers) 

Tuesday, March 8th, at 7:30 p.m. 

MicroPro's new state-of-the-art word processor and desktop 
publisher, in its Boston debut. Jim Welch, MicroPro New 
England's sales representative, will demonstrate, complete with 
laser printer. 

If you don't know about this program, it's nothing like the 
WordStar that came bundled with your Kaypro (though it helps 
to know it). It's not even very much like WordStar 4.0. A recent 
Info World review rated it 9.2 on the Richter scale, higher than 
Microsoft Word 4 and at least the equal of WordPerfect and all 
other word processors on the market! Muchos bells! Beaucoup 
whistles! If you process words — or if you even write on a 
computer — don't miss this one. 

Please see page 16 for complete directions to Lexington High 
School. , _. _ _ 
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A note from the editor 



'^Sometimes the magic works and sometimes it doesn't/^ 

- Chief Dan George in the movie "Little Big Man." 

Sometimes a publication meets its deadline and sometimes it doesn't — we 
didn't. Perhaps next time. Maybe I'll get a mouse, maybe I'll get a laser printer, 
maybe I'll get an AT. Nah 

Bob Waters, Lee Lockwood, and Adam Heath comment elsewhere in this issue 
about how Boskug relates to the Boston Computer Society. As anyone who 
remembers the ringing denudations and strident counter-denunciations of last 
year can attest, the arguments of the present writers are well reasoned and thought- 
fully presented. I urge you to read them with care and make your responses 
known. 

As one who deals with the BCS regularly in the production of the Kugel, I'd like 
offer a few comments. Rrst of all, the members' services staff at the office provide 
invaluable assistance in producing this newsletter. They not only provide help, 
they do so with a rare good humor that helps to allay this volunteer's occasional 
"what the #$#%! am I doing this for" ravings. 

On the other hand, the frustrations of dealing with the production equipment 
available to the user groups are legion. For instance, did you know that none of the 
LaserWriters in the office are normally connected to an MS-DOS computer? 

Continued on page 10 
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Commentary 






Is there a BCS in Boskug's Future? 



'Wo/' says Boh Waters 

With the onset of a new year and a new computer season, 
perhaps it is time carefully reconsider Boskug's continuing affili- 
ation with the Boston Computer Society. Many of the present 
BOSKUG members are wondering whither goes Kaypro, and 
even more, whither goes our great group. To do so, it is necessary 
to examine what made the Kaypro BOSKUG group so great over 
the past years, and ask whether it is still great? 

late 1982, there was CP/M, and there was Osborne. Along 
came a new kid on the block — Kaypro. A few of us, among them 
Lockwood and Waters, went looking for some empathy (and 
help) and foimd it in the Osborne group of BCS. The Osborne 
group was very hospitable, and didn't object to the new kids, but 
in a short time there were too many of us new kids, and it became 
obvious that because of our size, we had really outworn our 
welcome. With a lot of effort and much argument, we finally 
prevailed upon the autocratic BCS to "grant" us the status of a 
BCS user group. 

Before too long, membership grew to over 750, and it was 
something to behold to watch over 100 people struggle into a 
meeting with Kaypro II's under their arms! All of us were green 
as the grass, and we needed each other to find out what to do with 
those cheap little machines. We finally located a large enough 
meeting place in Minuteman Voc Tech, and we had two meetings 
each month. The programs were great and the attendance was 
high. The format established by the Osborne group was just right 
for us at our stage of accomplishment. There were good deals in 
purchases by the group, software came easy, especially with 
Uniform and the Osborne public domain library. We did, and 
still do, have our problems with the BCS and money, and in their 
terms, we were spendthrifts, spending beyond the budget — 
theirs, not ours! , ., _ , , _^ ,. ^ ^ j 

Over time, we saw a large turnover in active membership. The 
original faithful don't come around any more, but there are 
always a few new faces to take their place. Last year, we replaced 
one of our monthly general meeting with an intermediate educa- 
tional meeting. Some of the courses explored dBase, assembly 
language, various word processors, spread sheets, and other 
specialized programs. Although informative, the courses really 
did not catch on at a sufficient rate to justify continuing them. 

In the meantime, DOS came on like gang busters, and many of 
our members embraced the "new" system. Kaypro finally made 
the change and joined the DOS world, too. Sadly, when Boskug 
members switched to DOS machines, they chose not only 
Kaypros, but any old thing that used 16 bits. And, the new clones 
were priced right! 

Where are the BOSKUG members of old today? No, they don't 
go to the IBM meetings. They just stopped meeting. The IBM 
meetings are big, not interactive, and you can imagine people 
carrying their big DOS machines to a meeting on a snowy night. 

In 1983, the microcomputer was a new toy. The Kaypro group, 
and many other groups as well, flourished because so many 
people wanted to learn what computers were all about. Today, 

Continued on page 10 
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^^Yes/^ says Adam Heath 

There are some members of Boskug who believe that Boskug 
would be better off if we severed our affiliation with the BCS. I 
once subscribed to this view, back in the days when our relation- 
ship with the BCS seemed to be at an all time low, and our budget 
deficit was at an all time high. It seemed as if the differences be- 
tween Boskug and the BCS were irreconcilable, and an outright 
secession from the BCS was our best recourse. However, tempers 
have cooled, communications have improved, and our deficit has 
been forgiven! My views have changed too, and I now think that 
a secession from the BCS is neither wise nor warranted. 

The primary fimction of a users' group is to provide computer 
users with the information and resources they need to make 
better and more enjoyable use of their computers. In any given 
year Boskug fulfills this function by holding 10 meetings, pub- 
lishing 5 newsletters, maintaining two extensive libraries of 
public domain software, organizing numerous training work- 
shops, operating a bulletin board system, and providing free 
phone support for a wide range of applications programs. All of 
these activities are conducted on a sweat equity basis by a small 
cadre of active volunteers who generously give their time and 
talents to the group. 

The work of the BCS office staffers is very important to the 
optimal fimctioning of the group, although it is less visible than 
the work of Boskug's active volunteers. The BCS office maintains 
Boskug's membership list, coordinates the publication and mail- 
ing of the KUGEL, provides space and equipment for workshops, 
covers operating expenses such as insurance and postal fees, and 
provides numerous other essential support services. The office 
staffers are very helpful and friendly; I couldn't have organized 
last fall's workshops without their help. 

Boskug probably stands to lose more than it would gain by 
seceding from the BCS. If Boskug were to secede from the BCS, 
it's doubtful that anyone would volunteer to do the work now 
done by the BCS office. We have a shortage of active volunteers 
at the moment, and it makes little sense to increase their work 
load by seceding from the BCS. Secession would probably lead 
to a reduction in the services that Boskug provides to members, 
unless we charged sufficient dues to pay someone to do the 
essential chores such as mailing newsletters. An independent 
Boskug would also lose all of the advantages of non-profit status 
including reduced postal rates. Thus it is doubtful that secession 
would result in a significant decrease in yearly dues. We would 
also lose the tremendous amount of publicity that we gain 
through our affiliation with the BCS, and it would be much more 
difficult to recruit new members as an independent users' group. 

Although Boskug's raison d'etre is to provide services to indi- 
viduals, it cannot be all things to all users. Fortunately there is a 
lot of diversity in the BCS, and this is the BCS's greatest strength. 
The BCS has a smorgasbord of user's groups and SIGs (at press 
time there were 18 machine specific user's groups, 18 special 
interest groups, and 19 bulletin boards systems) and chances are 
good that there are several groups of interest to you. Membership 

Continued on page 10 
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dBASE-ll utilities 

A look at a disk full ofdBASE utilities in 
the Boskug CP/M Library 

■ ^ 

by David L Presberg 



Why should there be any interest in dBASE-II on a CP/M 
Kaypro when there is dBASE-III on the larger MS-DOS Kaypros? 
That was the question Art LeFort and I kicked around last winter 
as we proposed a series "700" in the CP/M Software Library to be 
committed to dBASE-II utilities. Well, we still don't have any 
answer other than the observation that for a while dBASE-II was 
bundled with the Kaypro-10. And dBASE-II still has a reputation 
of being the premier, serious, full-function relational database 
system for 8-bit machines. In any case, BOSKUG. 701 is the first 
member of the '700" series of BOSKUG disks and maybe interest 
will grow. (We're watching.) 

Last June I submitted BOSKUG.701 to the CP/M Software Li- 
brary. The disk contains material of use to the dBASE-II program- 
mer or to a user of dBASE-II who wants to start programming in 
its command language. There are seven collections of informa- 
tion, utilities, and examples on the disk. I have listed them below 
in order of increasing specialization or obscurity. 

DBASEREF.DOC — a six page summary of all the dBASE-II 
commands, etc. Print this file out and refer to it before using the 
manual or built-in help. 

DBTIPS.TXT — a reprint of an article suggesting common prob- 
lems when writing dBASE-II programs and how to avoid them. 

■ .'^ - - 
COPYFLD.DOC, COPYFLD.CMD — a dBASE-II program 
which will copy the contents of a field from one .dbf to another 
.dbf . (Recall that the COPY command copies all the fields to a 
newly created database, destroying any pre-existing data in the 
output .dbf. This command file will move one field, carefully 
leaving the others alone.) I found one limitation not mentioned 
in the documentation: there cannot be any duplicate keys (2 or 
more records with the same key) in the f rom-file — it will copy the 
first-duplicated-record's field to the to-file, and ignore all others. 

DBSCRPRT.DOC, DBPRINT.CMD, DBPRINT.MEM, 
DBSCREEN.CMD, DBSCREEN.MEM — support for special 
screen or printer commands (e.g., half-intensity, italic print), in a 
more convenient form than the usual "chr(27)+..." nonsense. The 
.DOC explains all, but note that I have not completely converted 
these from their original Osborne and Epson MX-80 incarnation 
— that should be easy. 

DBCLINICDOC, DBCLINIC.BAS — an MBASIC program 
which can examine and manipulate the "header information" in 
a .dbf (and do some useful work with .txt files — sometimes 
known as SDF files). This might be quite useful if a database 
became corrupted due to power failure, etc. Have your MBASIC 



disk in drive A: and start this with MBASIC DBCLINIC. The 
interaction and prompts are very clear. 

DTUNE31.DOC, DTUNE.COM, DTUNE.OOO, DTUNE.OOl, 
DT31INST.COM, DT31INST.DTA, DT31INST.MSG — a util- 
ity for structuring, cross-referencing, and compressing a com- 
mand file. The .DOC is extensive, and the program easy to use. 
DT31INST.* is a reinstallation/customization program for 
DTUNE to enable features such as the '84 Kaypro enhanced 
screen characteristics. (Both were developed in Turbo Pascal.) 

DBDIR.DOC, DBDIR.AZM, DBDIR.CMD, DBDIR.COM, 
DBDIR.PRN — a worked-out exercise in linking dBASE-II with 
assembly language. The actual example will output a directory 
listing during a dBASE session (not something particularly 
extraordinary), but what's important is the method. Read the 
.DOC and plan on reading the .PRN (assembly language listing), 
and the .CMD (dBASE-II program) very carefully. The education 
comes from studying the actual program code. 



In addition to the dBASE-II material, BOSKUG.701 has three 
general CP/M utilities: 

LISTT.COM — a text-printing program which will paginate the 
printer output. NSWP207.COM — the most recent of the 
NewSWeeP series of utilities — a multi-featured sorted directory 
listing utility. (Get the full set of commands with SD-V8-0P $? .) 

If you are not sure what dBASE-II is, or if it would be worth 
investing in, see me at a meeting, check out the many books about 
it in the BOSKUG Paper Library, or try out the demonstration 
disk, BOSKUG.904. Art and I have collected material for more 
disks in the "700" series. If there is a call for BOSKUG.701 then 
we'll put together more disks of that kind. I would enjoy hearing 
from people trying these routines or files with any version of 
dBASE-II on any CP/M machine. Sometimes "old" software on 
a "classic" machine is the cost-effective way to get a job done. 

Dave Pressberg writes compilers professionally and helps his wife raise 
sheep in his spare time. The Kaypro is hers. 

A Disk Optimizing Hint for 
MS-DOS macfiines 

by Rick Matting ly 

Numerous software packages exist to optimize hard disk data 
structure. If you are a hard disk user who is wondering "who 
poured molasses into my hard drive" you need to consider a hard 
disk optimizing application to put things right. 
Now, for the tip. Before you run that optimizer package, boot up 
your computer on "plain jane" copy of your DOS operating 
system leaving out all those memory resident (TSR) applications 
which we all love so much! While most optimizers are perfectly 
safe you may be courting disaster if you have certain memory 
resident applications present in the background. Why take the 
chance? 

■ . . . •* 

From the November 1987 K-Byte, Fort Collins, CO. • -'^ '-'■■" > 
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Notes from a Strange Land 

by Michael Spampinato 

To a God Well Known 

It's after midnight. As my mind bank switches between com- 
puter and television, a gentle whisper breaks into my conscious- 
ness. "Michael". I glance to my right. Rows of software beckon. 
"MICHAEL! LOAD US, Michael. LOAD US!!!". I focus on the 
television. Bela Lugosi overacts furiously in The Murders in the 
Rue Morgue. I cannot concentrate. My conscience gives me no 
rest. I look again at row upon row of unopened software pack- 
ages; BYLINE, SUPERCALC 4, WORDSTAR PROFESSIONAL 
REL 4. The list goes on; OFHCE WRITER, TK!SOLVER, SUPER 
PROJECT PLUS, VCN CONCORDE, HDC CLICKSTART. When 
will it end? ZylNDEX, PRECURSOR, Q-DOS II, KEEPTRACK 
PLUS. A quick check reveals almost 11 megs of free hard disk 
space. I sigh in resignation and cross my computer room. I kneel 
in front of the software shelves, grimacing at my imintentional 
gesture. My extended index finger glides along the shrink 
wrapped packages, picking up tiny static charges in the dry, 
heated air. I think wild thoughts about ultrasonic humidifiers. 
My body trembles as uncounted cups of Kenyan coffee conspire 
with tmcounted oimces of 27 year old Warre Vintage Port. I fill 
my arms with software and stride back to The Machine. Bela 
Lugosi lies dead, the victim of an ape-man. The heroine falls into 
her lover's arms. After-midnight commercials flicker across the 
television screen. Universal Picture's classic Tarantula begins. 
My thumbnail slices into shrink wrap. 

Q&A Write 

One of my favorite programs is Symantec's Q&A, which com- 
bines a full featured flat file database, a natural language query 
system, and a word processor. Together, they integrate beauti- 
fully, allowing easy mail merge and data interchange. Its $349.00 
list price adds to the program's appeal. 

Symantec has come up with another winner by offering an 
enhanced, stand alone version of the Write module foimd in 
Q&A. At $199.00 list, this program slips nicely into an area 
previously dominated by PES Professional Write. Q&A Write 
offers a imique blend of simplicity, features, and performance. 
Immediately apparent is Q&A Write's speed. This program is 
FAST. Documents are held in RAM. If you have expanded 
memory, Q&A Write will use it to hold documents. A word of 
warning; using expanded memory means you can have a huge 
document in memory. Q&A Write has no automatic backup 
option. I suggest you frequently save your efforts to disk to insure 
yourself against power outages or computer malfunctions. To 
Symantec's credit, the well-written manual acknowledges this 
possibility and cautions you to save frequently. Fortunately, all 
it takes is three keystrokes to save from within a document. 

In addition to the search and replace, page formatting, block 
commands, and spell checking that have become the norm in 
most word processor's, Q&A Write offers some very nice addi- 
tional features, including easy editing of headers/footers, line 
drawing, wonderfully easy macros, laser printer support, 
Postcript support, an undo function (to replace accidentally 
deleted type), and excellent on-line help. Q&A Write's flexible 
search and replace function lets you choose case sensitivity, 
designate a range to search over, and search and replace embed- 
ded control codes. In addition, you can define the search string 
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as a whole word, text, or a pattern. While most word processors 
offer a manual/automatic search and replace, Q&A Write goes a 
step further with a FAST AUTOMATIC mode that really speeds 
up the search and replace function. 

Card Rle roimds out Q&A Write's fimctionality. A simple flat 
file database. Card File offers the expected easy mailmerge. Not 
limited to an address list. Card File may be used as a simple 
database for keeping track of any kind of list. The Card File comes 
alive when you begin to use the search function. A stunning array 
of search criteria over multiple fields makes complex searching a 
delight. You can specify field ranges such as greater than, less 
than, equal to, and not (with relations) a value. You can ask for 
fields that begin with, end with, or include a string or value. For 
example, you could ask to see all people with first names begin- 
ning with "B", last name ending with "L", living in a zip code 
between 02110 and 02234, whose area code is 547. 

Last Quarter '88 a Time to Remember 

What fun the past couple of months have provided. New prod- 
ucts were released at a record pace. Microsoft is the most prolific 
with the release of Assembler 5.0, QuickBasic 4.0, PC Excel, 
QuickC, Works, C5.0, and the re-designed Microsoft Mouse. 
Windows 2.0 and 386 were slated to be released as well, but 
shipping has been delayed. 

Borland is offering Turbo Pascal Release 4.0 and Quattro, the 
new ultrafast spreadsheet that should tear through the low-mid 
priced spreadsheet market. 

Software Publisher released a new version of First Choice, the 
beginner's integrated package, adding graphics and beefing up 
the spreadsheet. 

MicroPro added a new term to the computerspeak dictionary, 
billing Release 3 of Wordstar 2000+ as a "word publisher". 
Actually, Release 3 is an impressive, menu driven package with 
greatly increased speed. It includes a built-in graphics grabber 
(ala Inset) that lets you capture, place, and preview graphics 
within a document. Both "personal" and a "legal" editions are 
available. Look to these pages for a review of this package. 

Invasion of Privacy 

So, you've just got a new program and can't wait to install it on 
your hard disk. You tear open the package and begin a routine 
you can do in your sleep. Insert setup disk in drive a:. Enter 
INSTALL C: (or some such similar command), and just follow the 
prompts. The program installs successfully. All's right with the 
world. The next day you turn your computer on. Something feels 
off, but you've taken the gyrations of your bootup for granted so 
long you can't say exactly what's wrong. Strange things begin 
happening. You're mouse doesn't work. Utilities won't execute 
even though their directories are specified in the PATH. Your 
customized prompt has vanished. You type your CONFIG.SYS 
to find: 



.^^>s 



FILES=20 

c-^^f^'-ifoW BUFFERS=25 - '■'"'''':" "■"'^^'\:^^^^ 

What's happened to your mouse driver? Where's you're ex- 
panded memory manager? An examination of your 
AUTOEXEC.BAT file reveals a similar "refinement". Congratu- 
lations; you've become the victim of pompousitous ignorantum 
maximus. This malady, while not as widespread as it once was. 

Continued on page 6 



strange Land (continued from page 5) 

still afflicts some software developers. The condition stems from 
the developers' feeling that their software is the only thing of 
importance on your hard disk. Hence, they see no problem 
replacing your existing AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS files 
with their own. The situation is especially insidious because the 
altered files won't take effect until you reboot your computer. 
Now, my CONHCSYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT files are fairly 
long. I also alter them frequently, so it's difficult for me to keep 
track of exactly what they contain. So, how to keep track? By one 
of the good ol' boys of the DOS world, the .BAT file. To create the 
file just type the following: 

COPY CON NEW.BAT and hit the ENTER key 

COPY AUTOEXEC.BAT AUTOEXEC.BAK and hit ENTER 

COPY CONFIG.SYS CONFIG.BAK and hit ENTER 

then hit the F6 key and hit ENTER 

You'll get a message 



1 file(s) copied. 






This is an extremely useful .BAT file that simply makes a copy 
of both your AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONRCSYS files and gives 
them a .BAK (for backup) extension. Before you install a new 
piece of software just type NEW and hit the ENTER key. Then, 
even if the installation procedure replaces the AUTOEXEC.BAT 
and CONFIG.SYS files with its own, you'll have backups of both 
files. I also use NEW.BAT to when I make experimental changes 
to my AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS files. 

The Easy Way Out 

Last issue I promised a review of command stack editors. As 
you probably know, you can repeat your last DOS command by 
hitting the F3 key. However, DOS only remembers your last 
command. The command stack editor I've settled upon for my 
own use is a simple yet effective public domain utility called CED. 
This little gem has been around for some time, and its basic use is 
simplicity itself. Simply enter CED at the DOS prompt to load the 
program into memory and continue your work. To review your 
previously input DOS commands just hit the cursor up or down 
key. Using the left/right cursor keys, you can move back and 
forth along a displayed command with deleting characters. CED 
defaults to "typeover mode", but hitting the INSERT key kicks in 
"insert mode". 

In addition to a command stack, CED allows you to chain DOS 
commands as if they were a .BAT file. You can also abbreviate 
commands. Both abbreviations and chained commands may be 
written into an ASCII file that is read into CED upon startup, 
thereby automating the process. 

Ifs Ten O'clock, Do You Know Where Your Computer 

Is? " ■^:;--:.v;;.^ 

Last issue I admonished you on the evils of drink. Well, there's 
more than one way to fry a computer. The room you've set aside 
for your computer may be a death trap for all things silicon. 

Static electricity can actually damage computer circuitry. I'm 
not talking only about those brilliant blue flames that kids delight 
in springing at you. I'm talking also about the static electricity 
you can't see, hear, or feel. Whenever you touch the keyboard, the 
system unit, your disks, etc. you run the risk of zapping some- 






thing with an unseen charge of static electricity. The damage may 
be as subtle as some slightly garbled data, or as major as a zapped 
chip. A few simple precautions will minimize the risks. 

Hrst, is there carpeting on the floor? If so and you don't want 
to tear it up, spray the carpet before every use with a mixture of 
a quart of tap water and about 10 drops of dishwashing liquid. 
Don't soak the carpet, just give it a light misting. By all means get 
an anti-static mat for your computer to sit on. Antistatic mats 



Protect your AUTOEXEC.BAT and 
CONFIG.SYS files against trashing 
by installation programs that 
overwrite them. ^^^^^^. n ^^ 



consist of a sheet of rubberized material with a grounding wire 
that connects to a cold water pipe, a grounded outlet screw, or 
similar ground. Before using the computer just touch the mat to 
discharge any built-up static electricity. The mat provides the 
ideal environment for opening up the system unit, adding chips 
to a board, etc. 

Dry air can promote static electricity and also make you a can- 
didate for the nearest eye, ear, nose, throat specialist. Ultrasonic 
humidifiers are wonderful, but they can leave a fine film of white 
powder in their path. This powder is caused by minerals in the 
water. Should you be afflicted by the powder, change the 
humidifier's filter and get a water treatment kit. That should clear 
things up nicely. 

Magnetism, like Big Brother, is always nearby. The first thing 
to do is gather up all the tools you use on your computer and test 
them for magnetism by seeing if they attract a common pin. If the 
pin sticks, the tool goes. Radio, tv, and stereo speakers contain 
magnets. Keep disks away from them. Similarly, a phone ringing 
can set up an electro-magnetic field that can damage disks. Do 
you have one of those magnetic paper clip cups? Well, not only is 
the cup itself magnetic, but all the clips have been magnetized as 
well. How about magnetic note stickers like those found on 
Steven Spielberg's refrigerators? 

Is your computer sitting in front of a window? Direct sun can 
heat things up considerably and shorten the life of your system. 
If you can't move the system, get a good set of blinds and keep 
them angled so the light reflects away from your computer (easier 
on the eyes, too). 

Rnally, for you fans of ENVIRONMENTS recordings, keep 
ionizers at least 10 feet away from your computer and disks. 
Ionizers are devices that discharge negative ions into the air, 
where they (theoretically) combine with particles such as dust 
and tobacco smoke. The net result is to keep the room's air clean 
and create that after a thunderstorm freshness. 

Speaking of smoke, if you do smoke, try to keep the smoke 
away from the computer. I keep my ashtray about five feet away, 
and always blow smoke away from the system. It's a pain, but it 
does help me cut down and my computer appreciates it. 

All Dressed Up and Nowhere to go 

Except for word processing, I have no practical use for comput- 
ers. I have no databases to upkeep. No statistics to chart. No 

Continued on page 15 
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Recalling Commands in CP/M 

A look inside HIST197.LBR 

by Melvin LHalbert 

[editor's note: HIST197.LBR can be found on the the Boskug 
BBS in file area B3:] 

Do you growl when you have to re-enter a long command line 
that was rejected because you got one letter wrong? Don't you 
hate to retype the same line again and again with just minor 
changes? Wouldn't you love to recall that sequence of commands 
you gave about 20 lines back? 

Those of you who work on a VAX/VMS system know that by 
proper use of the arrow keys you can, in fact, recall any of your last 
20 commands, edit them, and replay them to your heart's content. 
(I understand that UNIX offers a similar capability.) 

Well, gnash your teeth no longer — you can now have it in CP/ 
M too. HISTORY.LBR, version 1.9, from Stuart Rose of StarUng 
RCMP+, has made it possible whether you use CP/M 2.2 (CP/M- 
80) or CP/M 3.0 (CP/M+). That is, you can have it in CP/M 2.2 
if you are willing to give up about 5.3K of your precious 64K. 

I was willing. I will go to any lengths to make my fingerwork 
at the keyboard more efficient, so I eagerly tried out HISTORY on 
my Kaypro II '83. It worked beautifully! Until the first warm 
boot, when it disappeared. Hmm — there must be a way to fix 



Well gnash your teeth no longer^ 
with HIST197 you can recall 
up to 28 previous commands ^^ 



that. And, too, make it look more like VAX/VMS so I won't get 
so confused. And make it less of a memory hog. And implement 
the CTRL-P printer toggle. And omit saving responses within 
applications programs that are too short to be worth recalling. 
And make it compatible with NSWP 2.07. And... 

So I went to work tuning up version 1 .9 to suit my own needs. 
The result is called HIST197, nominally the seventh revision of 
HISTORY 1.9. (Believe me, there were a lot more than 7!) No 
matter that the amount of time and fingerwork I invested vastly 
exceeds the grand total of what I will s ave in the rest of my 
CP/M lifel am now so much more "efficient"! Of course, HIST197 
has a few unpolished edges, but it really works and has done no 
damage to my programs or documents. 

HIST197 loads a memory-resident "daemon" that looks and 
feels almost exactly like VAX/ VMS (4.0 or higher). For those of 
you who are comfortable with WordStar, most of Stuart's original 
WordStar-like keystrokes are still there. The daemon loaded by 
HIST197.COM saves more command lines than the one loaded by 
version 1.9, yet is substantially smaller. 
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Here's how to use HIST197. First load the daemon by typing 

HIST197 

with the appropriate disk drive prefix. Give a few commands to 
CP/M for a trial. Now recall your last command with the up 
arrow (or CTRL-W). You can keep recalling earlier and earlier 
commands this way up to a maximum of 23. Go back down the 
list with the down arrow (or CTRL-Z). With a single ! command, 
you can see all of your previous commands, or rather, as many as 
will fit on a Kaypro II screen (23). The commands are "num- 
bered"; if you want to recall command number n, just type !n. 

So now you have a previous command line at your disposal. To 
replay it, press RETURN. If you want to change some characters 
before replay, use the left arrow (or CTRL-S) or the right arrow 
(or CTRL-D) to move the cursor. CTRL-B takes the cursor to the 



'Wo m^atter that the amount of time 
and work invested [in revising the 
program.] will exceed the total of 
what I will save, I am now 
so much more efficient J^ 



beginning of the line. Then you can overstrike with the correct 
characteKs). You can toggle between overstrike mode and insert 
mode with CTRL- A (or CTRL-V). To delete the character at the 
cursor, type CTRL-G. To get rid of the one to the left of the cursor, 
use the DEL key. You can also overstrike with spaces between 
whole words of a command. CP/M won't mind the spaces. 

The standard CP/M printer on/off toggle, CTRL-P, is imple- 
mented in HIST197. The default option saves only commands to 
CP/M. To enable recall of your responses to an applications 
program as well, type CTRL-O (even in the middle of a response); 
type CTRL-O again to toggle back to saving CP/M commands 
only. 

As mentioned above, you load the daemon by simply typing 
HIST197. You can easily patch the system tracks on your boot-up 
diskette so that this will be done automatically for you on a cold 
start. If you need to recover the memory space occupied by the 
daemon and the CCP, you can unload the daemon by typing 
HIST197 u (or any character, even a space, beyond the 7). If you 
type HIST197 when the daemon is already resident, the daemon 
will be reloaded and all of your saved commands will be wiped 
out. (I can't see why you would want to do this, but if you do it 
be sure to give CTRL-C as your first command after the reload 
because there's a bug lurking here that hasn't been squashed.) 

The whole story is in HIST197.LBR. This library includes 
HIST197.COM, which is suitable for a Kaypro II and patchable for 
other CP/M 2.2 machines. If you don't like my choice of features 
or key assignments, you can easily substitute your own in the 
source program and reassemble. For CP/M 3.0, it is essential to 
have HISTORY.LBR in order to build a .COM file. 

Mel Halbert is a nuclear physicist at Oak Ridge National Lab in 
Tennessee. 



A Tale of Two Coprocessors 

Two Boskug members report on their experiences at running CP/M programs on DOS Machines 



RunCP/M by Micro Interface 

available from 
Central Computer Products 
330 Central Ave 
Fillmore, CA 93015 

by Dave Parsons 

Although I have had a Kaypro II for several years, I was anxious 
to have the capability to run the sexier and more powerful IBM 
software and so I bought a Kaypro PC last spring. Immediately 
I realized it was going to take some time to learn the new software 
— time I did not have — so I ordered the co-processor called 
"RunCP/M" from the Central Computer Products catalogue 
($195) in order to use the programs I already owned. The 
coprocessor card is made by Micro Interface. It fits in one of the 
available slots, is not difficult to install mechanically, comes with 
a Z80 coprocessor, runs CP/M programs at 5MHz, and lets your 
floppy drives read any of several CP/M computers including the 
Kaypro II and IV. On a hard disk the directories of CP/M files are 
named in the usual way and then given a letter name as if they 
were a disk drive to be addressed by the CP/M program one is 
running. One can toggle between CP/M and MS-IX)S operation 
at will. I was able eventually to modify the menu program 



supplied with the Kaypro PC to include all the old Kaypro II 
bundled software so that old friends like Perfect Writer-Speller, 
The Word Plus, Perfect Calc, and CP/M Basic were immediately 
accessible along with directories of their corresponding files. 

My impression of this setup is much more favorable than I 
expected. The programs indeed do run faster than on the Kaypro 
II, Perfect Writer does not "swap" all the time, and Perfect Calc 
does not "labor" or do funny things when the spreadsheets get 
too big. 

I did have one problem. Pluperfect Writer was the version I 

^^The programs indeed do run 
faster [on the Kaypro PC] 
than they do on the 

Kaypro IT/' 

copied from the original installation disk and although it works, 
it does not toggle special fimctions to the keypad as it does 
typically. It apparently is copyprotected and, inexplicably to me, 
occasionally locks and displays the Pluperfect address. This is the 
only problem I have encountered with the programs I have tried. 
. A review of the various available hardware/software combi- 
nations for running CP/M on MS-DOS computers appears in the 
August 1987 edition of "Profiles." 



UNIDOS from Micro Solutions 

Micro Solutions ::Ay^-_^\^-:.-r^:i.,.'^r^,.-:y\::: 

132 YJ. Lincoln Highway - 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

by Lee Lockwood 

One of the main reasons I held back so long from buying an MS- 
DOS computer was the threat that I would have to acquire (and 
learn) all new software, and that my CP/M-based data files 
would have to be either converted, re-keyboarded, or simply 
abandoned. ^^^ ^ ^ ^- *■ ^« - 

Since I have all my business files nmning on a Kaypro 4E — 
Perfect Filer databases. Perfect Calc spreadsheets, etc. — this was 
a daunting prospect for me. I am not a computer buff. I dislike 
learning new programs and avoid it whenever possible. (For 
instance, I've owned dBase II for years and still haven't learned 
how to nm it.) 

When the NEC V-20 replacement chip for the 8088 appeared, 
which was alleged to run much CP/M software, I took notice. But 
it turned out that the chip runs CP/M under what is called 
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"emulation." At first, I didn't know what that meant. Then I 
found out that it means "slowly." Not only did my old programs 
take hours to load on a friend's DOS computer, but there were 
also problems with terminal emulation and other technical 
glitches that made it obvious that this wasn't the answer — to my 
prayers, at least. 

Then along came some programs designed to work either with 
an 8088 or a V-20: UNIDOS, RUN-CPM, etc. These were a little 
faster but still awfully sluggish, as they, too, ran CP/M "under 
emulation." t. 

I finally did get a DOS machine but hung onto my Kaypro 4E 
as well, which still plugs along as an office manager (vastly sped 
up by the addition of a RAM disk). But still there was that old 
compatibility problem: things I did on it in the basement could 
not be operated on by my DOS computer in a study three floors 
above it, unless they were straight ASCII files or WordStar files 
(which are interchangeable in DOS and CP/M). 

Now comes a new CP/M co-processor from MicroSolutions, 
the company which produced UNIFORM and which now manu- 
facturers a variety of add-on boards and software for DOS ma- 
chines. For a mere $175.00, you can plug in this board into any 
vacant slot in your PC or clone and immediately be running all 
your old CP/M Kaypro software. What's more, you can run it at 

Continued on page 14 
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7wo-f or-one at Once 

by Hal Vogel 

Using a MICROFAZER II printer buffer to simultane- 
ously print to two printers 



At first it just is a problem getting our Kaypro to drive one 
printer at a time. Then some of us realized a need to have our 
computer drive two different printers (using Centronics and 
serial ports or A/B data transfer switches). But there even is one 
step beyond this and some of us have taken it. 

I already had satisfied the need to have my CP/M Kaypro drive 
two different printers. Since both called for parallel (Centronics) 
ports, I used an A/B data transfer switch to link both dot matrix 
and letter- quality printers to my computer. 

This little box accepts a cable from the computer and provides 
TWO outlets for printers (or any other device). There are fancier 
models that can accept more than one type of input and yield over 
two different output ports. I just needed the basic model. 

However, though I didn't need more than one input and two 
outputs, I did need something that the data transfer switch alone 
couldn't provide; simultaneous operation of BOTH printers. 

There were times when I needed my Kaypro to drive both 
printers at once. I may have had WORDSTAR printing a manu- 
script on the letter-quality printer and needed a printout of mail- 
ing labels on the dot matrix printer. Having just an A/B switch, 
though, meant that I still had to wait for one user to finish printing 
before getting any work out on the other user. 

I originally had gotten the data transfer switch (a no-name for 
$25) to avoid plugging/unplugging the printers' cables. Now I 
had both printers simultaneously attached to the Kaypro. Either 



The MICORFAZER II printer buffer 

Qauadram 

One Quad Way i ; 

Norcross, GA 30093 ^ ^ ^. 

(404)564-5566 
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could be called upon at any time without replacing (and possibly 
damaging) their cables or ports. But they still couldn't be ac- 
cessed together unless one more ingredient was added to the 
chain. There had to be something that flushed all of one printer's 
output at once, leaving the Kaypro and WORDSTAR quickly free 
to service the other printer. 

A software print spooler (like the very nice one that comes with 
BACKGROUNDER II from PluPerfect) might enable double 
printing. But the computer's memory becomes crammed with 
the first printer's material. There might not be enough left to run 
device #2's printer job (if both printing jobs weren't large, this si- 
multaneous printing problem wouldn't exist. We'd have just pa- 
tiently waited for each job to finish). 
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Another twist concerns my need to use WORDSTAR'S page- 
pausing (BACKGROUNDER II's print spooler does allow for 
pausing, but I'm notawareof any other that does). This is because 
my work requires single sheet paper. I suppose I could use a cut- 
sheet feeder if I had one. 

I fbimd that adding one more piece of hardware solves both the 
problem of simultaneously driving two printers from one Kaypro 
and retaining WORDSTAR'S page-pausing feature. The addition 
is a print buffer. Not just any print buffer. It has to be one with 
more than routine pass-through features. There are print buffers 
that just hold text for printing. But I needed something more. 
^ Rrst I needed more memory than available in the more simpli- 
fied buffers. Secondly, I needed to retain page-pausing capability 
while quickly withdrawing from the Kaypro ALL data to be 
printed . The more simplistic buffers will suck out all-at-once only 
continuous-feed, no-pause text. 

That's fine if you are using a continuous or cut-sheet feeder. 
But this won't do if you want your printer(s) to pause after each 

''The MICROFAZER II can be populated 
with RAM to accept up to 2 MB of file/' 



page is printed (so you can manually-insert the next sheet). The 
printer(s) still will pause, but the less capable buffers only will 
collect from the computer a page at a time. We want all the pages 
initially to be dumped at once into the buffer. And we want page- 
pausing besides. 

This means moving up in the print buffer world, but not nec- 
essarily into hardware "Beverly Hills." I found a MICROFAZER 
II by Quadram capable of all I wanted, though I did have to pay 
somewhat less than its $349 list price. I didn't exactly consider 
this a bargain, but it did give me the ability I craved, that 
otherwise would have required a second computer costing far 
more than this print buffer. 

The MICROFAZER II can be populated with RAM to accept up 
to 2-MB of file. I needed only four RAM slots filled (for a 128K 
capacity). It also can automatically PAUSE after each page, using 
the COPY function button to resume printing. 

One cable comes from my Kaypro's parallel port to the A/B 
data transfer switch box. A second cable links switch box and 
print buffer. One of the buffer's two outlet ports then is cabled to 
my letter-quality printer. The dot matrix printer is directly cabled 
to the second Centronics port on the A/B switch and doesn't 
receive (nor need) buffered output. Just buffering one of the 
outputs enables two printers to be driven simultaneously by one 
computer. 

I'm pleased. I now have simultaneous two-device printing 
using page- pausing. But I'm not ecstatic. 

Unfortunately, this buffer's pausing feature (and 
BACKGROUNDER'S spooler) is confiised by a 'WORDSTAR 
installed for specialty printers (such as those using the popular 
Diablo 630 protocol). So I have to use WORDSTAR installed for 
a "standard backspacing printer" when I intend to use the 
buffer's pause feature. This deprives me of setting line height 
with a dot command. I've had to develop an alternate technique 
that still allows me to compose in single space and print in double. 



Hal Vogel teaches at Glassboro State College in New Jersey. 
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No (continued from page 3) 

the computer is commonplace — even the kids in elementary 
schools use and understand them. Many of us found great new 
friendships among the members, and these have in large part 
continued through the progression to new machines and new 
software. 

The BCS which has been our sponsor is a large operation, with 
over 25,000 members from everywhere in the World. The BCS 
has, as one of its charters, the education of the "general public" in 
the field of microcomputers. It charges a large amount of money 
to its members in order to accomplish its mission. It gives but a 
pittance to its user groups to finance their operations. It publishes 
a fancy, glossy magazine called Update, that does nothing for the 
membership. Presently, BCS has embarked upon a program to 
find and buy or rent a large inner city central location for all of the 
operations including meeting places for the user groups. I, for 
one, cannot see myself trudging down to the city to attend a 
meeting. The parking is difficult, expensive, and the use of public 
transport is neither realistic, or practical. 

The Kaypro group will continue to change. If it survives at all, 
it will not be a machine or operating system dedicated group. I 
believe that it will be a smaller group of people who are interested 
in learning more about what can be done with computers besides 
word processing, and the members will be drawn together by the 
desire to share experiences and knowledge with kindred souls. 
The social aspect of such a group is a great plus. 

One of the questions that I have raised in the past has to do with 
the need of our group for affiliation with BCS. I don't believe that 
the BCS furnishes us with anything that we cannot provide 
ourselves at a much lower cost in dollars and hassle. We do not 
need the dictation of policy from a central bureaucracy. We have 
within our own group the resources to manage, operate, and 
enjoy the benefits of group empathy. After all, there are many 
other Kaypro user groups around the country that do not have a 
big mother like BCS, and they seem to be able to survive and enjoy 
life with the computer. I contend that even at today's inflated 
costs, we can operate successfully at a dues rate of about $20 per 
year. We could have a newsletter, a meeting place, a good bulletin 
board, and all of the benefits of a group under our own control. It 
would not be necessary to charge our 
members for our services such as tutorials and special events. 

This is an appropriate time to consider making a change. BCS 
is now working up a budget, and if we are to make a change, let 
us do it now and make up our own budget and program. The 
choice is yours. You have only to make your wishes known to the 



Editor's Note (continued fronfi page 2) 

Imagine having a brand new IBM Model 80 and not having it 
connected to a laser printer. There is an IBM AT in the office that 
won't boot off it's hard disk. Ah, you say, that's to be expected, 
the BCS is primarily a Mac sort of place. Well, maybe. I went to 
use the brand new Mac II in the office the other day, and guess 
what, it wouldn't boot off its hard disk, either. 

Undoubtedly, the equipment at the Resource Center gets used 
a lot and it is difficult for a nonprofit organization to keep up with 
the high cost of maintaining such sophisticated equipment I 
realize that the folks who maintain the hardware are also volun- 
teers, but I get the feeling that there is a lack of overriding vision 
concerning the uses to which all of that beautiful equipment is 
being put. 

Still I like the BCS and I hope I can continue to contribute to both 
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leadership of the group. If volunteering is the order of the day, 
volunteer for your own group, and serve your own computer 
interests. Make yourself heard NOW. 

BobWaters is a founder and codirector of Boskug. 

Yes (continued from page 3) 

in the BCS allows you to attend the meetings of any or all these 
groups, and to use any or all of the BCS bulletin board systems. 
The BCS has room for users with a wide range of interests and 
expertise; as your interests and needs change, you can increase 
your involvement with other groups in the BCS. Boskug repre- 
sents a significant part of the BCS, but an independent Boskug 
could never hope to match all that the BCS has to offer. I expect 
that individual members would lose more than they'd gain if 
Boskug seceded from the BCS. 

The BCS is a very large organization that is run by a handful of 
paid staff and a few hundred active volunteers, and it has many 
of the problems that are endemic to any organization that relies 
upon volunteer labor. In spite of this, the BCS continues to 
provide professional quality services to 25,000 members for a 
mere $35.00 a year. (Have you ever tried to find a professional 
computer consultant willing to work for ten cents a day?) Unfor- 
tunately, the tremendous growth of the BCS occasionally out- 
strips the organizational capacities of the staff and volunteers. I 
think the BCS as a whole must pay more attention to recruiting 
and retaining volunteers to insure that the organization can 
continue to provide high level services to individual members. 

The BCS treads a thin line between a well organized federation 
and discombobulated anarchistic mess. There is a constant 
tension between the needs of the individual groups and the needs 
of the overall organization. The very structures that enables the 
BCS to support such a wide variety of user's groups and SIG's can 
occasionally interfere with the needs of a particular group. For- 
tunately the BCS is changing and becoming more responsive to 
the unique needs of smaller groups such as Boskug. 

The BCS is the largest organization of personal computer users 
in the world, and Boskug is one of the largest and most active 
Kaypro User's groups in the world. Boskug should continue to be 
an active part of the BCS because the benefits of being part of a 
federation of users' groups are much greater than any advantages 
that we might gain as an independent users' group. 

Adam Heath is Boskug's Sysop. : :^ 



it and Boskug. I certainly appreciate what they do for this news- 
letter and for the bulletin board. 

In answer to the question of how much the individual member 
"gets back" from the dues he pays to the BCS, let me suggest two 
benefits. One is a dollars and cents benefit, the other, a more 
elusive, but no less noticable one. . I figure every time I order a 
product from PC Connections or other company listed in the BCS 
Buying Guide and they offer me a 5% discount or free UPS 
shipping I am "getting something back" from the BCS. At five or 
ten bucks a shot for UPS charges, the savings rapidly balance my 
membership dues. Finally, with all the different groups under 
the BCS aegis, and all the meetings and all the workshops (even 
the ones that cost money), when I look at everything the Society 
offers, I feel like I've been admitted to an almost-free university. 
I don't mind that at all. 

JG 
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WordStar 4.0 Glitch Revisited 

by Bill Whitcraft 



The September - October 1987 issue of the Kugel (Vol. 3 No. 4) 
presented a workaround for a WordStar 4.0 "glitch". I found out, 
to my dismay, that I left out am important step. 

Originally I had found that the program, installed in my 
KAYPRO PC, would not drive my EPSON FX-80 printer; I called 
MicroPro and was neatly led through the "custom installation" 
program by a very helpful young lady. The program worked fine. 

A few months later I reformatted my hard disk in the course of 
tracking down a I/O chip problem. However, WS 4.0 would 
(once again!) not drive the printer — although I re-installed ac- 
cording to the directions I had written up in the Kugel article. This 
was rather discouraging!! 

In passing I found that if, at the point where I was ready to print 
a WS 4.0 file, I went through the seven questions instead of 
pressing ESCAPE to bypass those standard questions, and if on 
the last question (name of printer) I typed in FX80 (nota bene; no 
hyphen!!) the file printed out nicely on the Epson. For a time, I 
used a macro which bypassed the seven questions — but it still 
irked me that the proper bypass procedure (pressing ESCAPE) 



was not effective. 

Here's the bottom line; use the WSCHANGE (CUSTON IN- 
STALLATION) procedure; at the menu option "FX-80 or FX-lOO" 
choose instead to type in FX80 (without the hyphen) and you will 
have solved the problem. 

In short, the MicroPro menu choice "FX-80 or FX-lOO" should 
read "FX80 or FXlOO". Caveat emptor is still good advice today! ! 

Following is a brief summary of the steps needed to fix this 
error. -^ - 

(1) Log Into the directory containing WordStar 4.0 

(2) Type WSCHANGE 

(3) Answer the first two questions as WS (unless you 

have other plans!) 

(4) At the next menu, choose option "B" (Printer) 

(5) At the next menu choose option "A" (Printer 

name) 

(6) Type FX80, or FX100, If you have one of those; 

Use no hyphens!! Also type In your choice of 
default printer driver — FX80, or FX100, or 
whatever. 

(7) Type "X" until you are asked If you are through 

making changes. Answer "Y" (If you wish) and 
return to the DOS prompt. 

Check to make sure you are directing the output to LPTl (see the 
KUGEL article in the Sept.-Oct. 1987 issue). 



January's Meeting Notes 

compiled by John Goldie 



January saw Boskug meeting for the last time at Minuteman 
VoTech. The group has a temporary home during February and 
March at Lexington High School, but will need new quarters after 
March. 

The subject of the meeting was Modem Madness and it was 
presented by Adam Heath, John Anderson, Michael Spampi- 
nato, and Bob Freed, who were collectively dubbed the "Carrier 
Tones" by some wag or other. Fortunately they chose not to sing. 

Adam listed some of the things that make sysoping worth- 
while, along with a few that are plain aggravating. Adam noted 
that along with the expected Boskug types, callers to the Boskug 
board include many non-members and a good number of folks 
out in the rest of the cotintry. He suggested that the popularity of 
PC Pursuit has led to an increase in the number of callers from 
other parts of the country. 

John Anderson, for his part, gave a whirlwind history of 
modems and a brief overview of technical matters. He led a 
discussion of whether to pick an internal or external modem (he 
likes external modems because they provide more visual feed- 
back), whether to investigate inexpensive products or stick to 
name brand models (he recommends several inexpensive brands 
like Practical Peripherals and Everex). He also cautioned against 
getting models above 24(X) bps for the time being since standards 
at the higher speeds are non-existent. 

Michael Spampinato described his three favorite bulletin 
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boards in the area. They are the Unicorn's Inn (479-3432), Chan- 
nel One (354-8873), and the Tool Box (364-2474). While each 
board operates on different software, they are all characterized by 
large file holdings and two-tiered access levels which allow 
access to both subscribers and non-subscribers. Naturally sub- 
scribers have greater privileges. 

Bob Freed rounded out the evening with a look at PC Pursuit 
and how it can be used to access a relatively new telecommunica- 
tions net called Portal. PC Pursuit is to computer users what 
WATTS lines are to businesses. For a flat fee of $25 per month 
users can call any city served by PC Pursuit for only the cost of a 
local call. Portal is located near San Fransisco and provides access 
to USERNET, which Bob called the largest bulletin board system 
in the world, with wide ranging message exchanges among many 
techincal an special interest groups. He placed an information file 
called PORTAL.INF on the Boskug BBS in file area BO:. An 
information file about PC Pursuit can also be found on the Boskug 
board. 

Situation: Desperate! 

^ V- ^ £— ^ -. 

If you've ever considered becoming a published author, now is 
an excellent time to contribute some of your work to the Kugel. 
We are in dire need of imput from new faces. What do you do 
with your computer? What kinds of interesting software have 
you discovered? What kind of fun do you have your computer, 
at work or elsewhere? Do you work in a high tech company? If 
so how does your company use microcomputers? Share some of 
those concepts you feel so passionate about. 
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Look to the Genius of 

for Quality, Reliability, 
IBM Compatibility and Price 



The June 1987 issue of ^OSTOyVmagazine says about PC GENIUS:" ...we can talk to them. 
They take care of any problems..., and the units have been reliable.'' Faculty and staff at 
30 major universities a ready use PC GENIUS systems. Fifty major corporations do, too. 
Mail order prices - typically same day walk-in service. 



CPU :: 

Operating Speed 
RAM 

Expandable to 
Hard Drive *^ 

Western Digital Controller 
Floppy Disk Drive 
Magnavox High Resolution 

Amber Monitor 
Phoenix BIOS 
Maxi-Switch Keyboard 
Power Supply 
Serial 
Pdrallel 
Game Port 

Real Time Clock/Calendar 
Hercules-Compatible 

Monochrome Graphics Card 



EDISON 

8088-2 

4.77 and 8.0 MHz 

640K 



2TEAC360K 

84 keys 

150 Watt nO/220V 

1 

2 



EINSTEIN 

' 8088-2 
4.77 and 8.0 MHz 
, 640K 



30MB 

1TEAC360K 

1^ 

)/> 

84 keys 

150Watt110/220V 

\ 1 

2 



NEWTON 

80286 
6 and 10 MHz 

1MB 

4MB 
40MB 

1TEAC1.2MB 

101 keys 

220Wattl 10/220 V 

2 

2 



DARWIN 

80386 

8.0 and 16.0 MHz 

1MB 

2 MB 

40MB 

1^ 

1TEAC1.2MB 

*^ 
*^ 
101 keys 
220 Watt 1 10/220 V 
2 
2 



V-r- r 



^- "^^ 



-^- 



$695 



$1,095 



$1,895 



$2,595 




■ Immediate delivery, 30-day unconditional money-back 
guarantee, one year wannnty on parts and labor, extended 
maintenance contracts and complete in-house seNice on PG. 

■ EGA with NEC Multi-Sync - $595. 

■ Software and network specialists. i } u^ 

■ Authorized Novell network dealer. 

■ Free telephone support ■ Immediate shipment via UPS. 



PC GENIUS lOOA Tower Office Pork, Woburn, MA 01801 (617) 933-8442 or (617) 933-8433 



IBM, IBM XT are registered trademarks of International Business Machine Corp. 
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Tb join The 

Boston Ck>mputer 

Society follow 

these simple 

directions 



First, complete 
and return the application. 

Second, sit back and relax. 

It's that simple. Soon you'll 
receive this newsletter and dozens 
of other services. You'll have 
access to the world's largest net- 
work of information and support 
for personal computer users. And 
your membership includes all of 
these benefits free of charge. 

■ Computer Update magazine 

■ Calendar newsletter 

■ BCS Buying Guide 

■ TWo BCS newsletters of your choice 

■ Membership in 51 user and interest 
groups 

■ Admission to over 1 ,000 meetings 
and events 

■ Use of the BCS Resource Center and 
Library 

■ Discounts from more than 300 
companies 

■ Access to electronic bulletin boards 

■ Public-domain software 

■ Telephone support and referrals 

■ Adniission to The Computer Museum 

OTlie 
O Boston 
O Computer 



Membership Application 




"v>' 



One Center Plaza 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

617-367-8080 



Please print or type 
1 




Name 



Daytime Telephone 



Address 



City 

Please enroll me as 3 
a Boston Computer 
Society Member: 

D Regular (1 year), $35 
D Regular (2 year), $65 
D Regular (3 year), $95 
D Student (fulltime), $28 
D Youth (under 18), $24 
n Senior citizen, $24 
n Associate (outside 

New England only), $28 
D Family $52 
D Overseas, $70 
n Sustaining, $100 
n Institutional, $100 
D Corporate, $300 
D Lifetime, $2500 

Note: 10 percent of 
dues IS designated 
for subscription to 
Computer Update 
magazine. 



State 



Zip 



Sign me up for these BCS newsletters 

(two are included free of charge in yoiu: basic 

n Amiga Culture for Amiga users 

D ApplePress for Apple II users 

D A-Bug for Atan8-bit users 

n J-Bug for Atari ST users 

n Sprite— The Commodore Newsletter 

D CP/M Bios for CP/M users 

D Boston Rainbow News for DEC Rainbow users 

D PC Report for IBM PC and MS-DOS users 

n The Boston Kugel for Kaypro users 

n Lap Gazette for lap computer users 

D The Active Window for Macintosh users 

D CommandLine journal for NEC users 

n BO-AUG for Otrona/ Attache users ; 

n SinclairTimex Newsletter 

n BCS 99er for Texas Instruments 99/4a users 

n The Pro Line for Texas Instruments Pro users 

n 80/Boston for TRS-80 computer users ■ 

n First-class mailing of Calendar 

(otherwise sent bulk rate) 
D Other '. 



membership; additional ones are $4 each per year): 

D The BCS Artificial Intelligence Newsletter 

n BCSTD training and documentation newsletter 

n Business Reply the management newsletter 

n The Database Newsletter for database users 

n D-SNUG for disabled/special-needs users 

n Education News for teachers and educators 

n Graphics News for computer graphics group 

n HealthComp for medical/dental interest group 

n Impact newsletter for social impact group 

D Investment Newsletter for investors 

n The Lotus Newsletter for Lotus software users 

n MicroEconomics for consultants and entrepreneurs 

n Online Connection, telecommunications news 

D Optical Insights, the CD-ROM newsletter 

n Polyspiral for Logo users 

n Real Estate for real estate group 

n re: CAP, computer-aided publishing newsletter 

n Science and Engineering Newsletter 

n Soundwaves, the computer music newsletter 



4 Membership fee (from item 2) 



$. 



5 Payment D Check enclosed D MasterCard D VISA 



Additional newsletters from item 3 
(two are included m your membership 

fee): extra 

newsletters at $4 each per year $. 



Total amount enclosed 



Credit card no. 



Expiration date 



Signature 



6 D Check here if you do not wish to receive occasional promotional mail from personal computer companies. 

Return to: The Boston Computer Society One Center Plaza, Boston, MA 02108 



UKA 
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UNIDOS (continued from page 8) 

8 megahertz — exactly twice as fast as a Kaypro 4! I didn't believe 
that when I read it, but it's true. 

It's known as the UNIDOS CP/M co-processor, and here's how 
it works: 

Along with the board comes a newly-tailored version of 
UNIDOS designed to run the co-processor. (Among other things, 
UNIDOS has a terminal emulation menu that lets you select a 
variety of terminals, including Kaypro 2/4/10 — a much-needed 
feature.) After an easy installation routine, you boot UNIDOS 
into resident memory. It will now rim any CP/M program any 
time you call upon it. 

In order to run one, however, you must first tell UNIDOS 
which directory is to be designated as CP/M. This can be one or 
more disk drives, or a subdirectory on a hard disk (plus one or 
more disk drives, if you wish). The UNIDOS command is 
CPMDIR. For example: 

>CPMDIR C:\PCALC 

designates a subdirectory called "PC ALC" as CP/M, and will run 
all CP/M programs on it (such as Perfect Calc) on command, 
without modification. (Earlier versions of UNIDOS required you 
to change all CP/M command programs with the extension 
.COM to the extension .CPM; this is no longer necessary.) 

>CPMDIRA: 

makes everything on the A drive CP/M. 

>CPMDIR C:\PCALC; C:\WORDPROC; A: B: 

designates two subdirectories on the C drive plus all of drives A 
andBasCP/M. " 

(Note that whenever a directory is named by CPMDIR, all sub- 
directories under it are also considered to be CP/M by UNIDOS.) 

In order to actually run a CP/M program on one of these direc- 
tories, now, you must issue the CPMDIR command again, plus 
the full DOS path leading to the program, plus the program's 
name. So, taking my first example above, if I wanted to run 
Perfect Calc plus a spreadsheet called Boskug.pc, I would type the 
following: 

>CPMDIR C:\PCALC PC BOSKUG.PC<cr> 

(If you're running off the C drive in the first place, it isn't 
necessary to specify the "C:" in front of the backslash.) 

Okay, I know that some of you are going to ask me: "How did 
you get your CP/M programs into DOS format in the first place?" 

There are two ways to do it. One is by physically transferring 
the files from the CP/M computer to the DOS computer — by 
either modem or hard-wire. An easier way is by using a program 
like UNIFORM (or COMPAT or MEDIA MASTER) which will 
initialize a floppy disk drive as a CP/M drive (it's all done from 
a menu) and then allow you to copy from one format to the other. 
Personally, I like the latest version of UNIFORM, which supports 
dozens of foreign formats and is idiotically simple to use. 

Some programs such as Perfect Hler, that old bugaboo, need to 
see certain programs on the A drive before they'll run, which 
would normally be impossible to do from a hard disk, which is 
usually set up as the C drive under DOS. However, UNIDOS has 
a nice feature that allows you to map any CP/M drive letter to any 



DOS drive letter, and even to a specific DOS directory within a 
drive. It's done by typing UNIDOS /C and choosing the drive- 
mapping option fi"om a menu that appears. 

UNIDOS occupies 41k of memory, but it can be turned off 
anytime by typing UNIDOS /D (disable). 

I've been running many of my old Kaypro programs with this 
co-processor for several months, and they all work like a charm. 
I am particularly delighted with its speed, which was an un- 
looked-for bonus. I would have been happy enough at 4mh! 

My one criticism is that the board was so new when I got it 
(July) that it came without a manual, only a README. 1ST file on 

'l^ve heen running many of my 
old Kaypro programs with this 
coprocessor and they always 
work like a charm.'' 



the accompanying diskette. As a result, during installation, I 
managed to break a controller cable while stuffing it back into the 
computer. I've never been much good at that stuff anyhow. 
Fortunately, I was able to summon the ever-reliable Tom 
Cahalane to the rescue. 

I also wish that they didn't use the same command 
("CPMDIR") for both designating a CP/M directory and running 
a program on it. It's a bit confusing, but getoverable. Maybe 
there's some technical reason why they had to do this. 

A word of warning: if you decide to run your CP/M utilities on 
the hard disk, DO NOT include any programs that operate on the 
disk directory, such as UNERASE, SAP, SZP, etc. Stupidly, I 
loaded on some utilities from a floppy and tried running some of 
the without thinking. Everything was fine until I got to SAP (Sort 
and Pack). It mangled my hard disk's File Allocation Table, an 
eventuality I could have foreseen if my brain had been functional. 
Well — the hard disk was getting too full of superfluous stuff 
anyway cmd it was time for a housecleaning. And most every- 
thing important had been backed up. But it's a harrowing 
experience, I'll tell you. 



Classified ads 



For Sale 



Tandy TRS - 80 Model 100 computer with 24K memory 
chip, AC adapter, and case. $250 or best offer. Call 
Steve at 354-6323. 



For Sale 

Quick BASIC 3.00 compiler. Original disks and manual. 
It's not the latest version but it will only cost you $25. 
Also, Leading Edge Word Processor, and manual. 
Make an offer. 
Call John at 545-0731. 
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Director's Letter (continued from page 1) 

I must agree with Adam that without that support we would be 
in serious trouble. It might be theoretically possible for us to be 
independent and charge our members only $20 a year. But for this 
to work, additional volunteers would have to be found to 1) 
maintain our membership rolls and collect dues; 2) take care of 
the production and mailing of our newsletter; and 3) attend to 
dozens of other smaller chores which the BCS main office now 

''the individual PC user is hecoming 
more interested in applications 
than in nuts and holts.'' 



handles in our behalf. Since our "activists" are already overbur- 
dened with duties, and new ones seldom come forward from the 
group, I think it's unrealistic to suppose that we'd fare better on 
our own. Who would do the work? Besides which, we'd have a 
much-reduced membership. 

J Currently, Boskug still has over 500 members, which makes us 
not a large group but not a small one either. Many of these 
(perhaps more than half) would not be on our rolls if we were not 
part of the BCS. Being a part of the BCS also helps us in our own 
dealings with computer equipment and software manufacturers. 
Just being a "Kaypro user group" doesn't really have a magic ring 
any more, if it ever did. And though there used to be dozens of 
KUGs all over the country, three-fourths of them have folded or 
merged with other, larger groups. Boskug has an advantage in 
not needing to do that in order to survive. 

So far, I've only listed some of the practical advantages of 
Boskug's affiliation with BCS as seen from the narrowly focused 
viewpoint of Boskug's own self-interest as an organization. 
However, from the standpoint of usefulness to members, it must 
be said that the BCS — for all its administrative quirks and faults 
— offers a remarkable menu of opportunities and experiences 
that would be hard to duplicate anywhere, and this is not an 
insignificant consideration when trying to decide our future. 

Boskug itself is still very much in transition. More and more 
members are moving toward the MS-DOS world, some toward 
the Macintosh universe, while a serious minority cling to their 
CP/M computers and will probably continue to do so, their 
numbers augmented somewhat by a small but steady trickle of 
new CP/M users who buy cheap Kaypros on closeout or as used 
machines. 

Supporting both of these groups is tricky enough in itself, and 



I wouldn't claim that we've found the best formula. Perhaps as 
some have suggested all the CP/M groups should amalgamate 
into one. However, if that happened, Boskug would, I believe, 
lose some of its essential character. Personally, I would regret it. 

But Bob Waters is right in observing that, more and more, the 
individual PC user is becoming more interested in applications — 
what he can do with his machine — than in nuts and bolts — how 
to make it run and how to fix it. And it's about time: after all, 
computers were meant to be productivity tools in the first place, 
not all-absorbing hobbies. As this progression takes place, an 
organization like the BCS, which offers user groups in almost 
every kind of computer application and category, is indispen- 
sable. People aren't buying IBMs or Apples or Kaypros any more; 
they're buying word processors, database mangers, desktop 
publishers, amd so on. They're using their computers for consult- 
ing, for investment, for artificial intelligence applications, for 7 
communications, for the furtherance of an entire spectrum of f 
himian activities. 

More and more, Boskug members are availing themselves of 1 
the privileges of their BCS memberships and attending meetings f 
and classes held by other user groups within the shadow of its ,_ 
ever-expanding umbrella. A number of our members in fact have J 
already migrated into other groups, perhaps to stay. I think both ' 
things are healthy and appropriate. Boskug has a special person- ; 
ality (at least I like to think so) as a society of friendly people who 
help one another and enjoy one another's company at meetings 
and on our bulletin board. We also have many talented people 
who can teach us a lot by holding programs, etc. The energy level 
of the group has somehow managed to sustain itself thus far. At , 
the same time, I would urge every member to avail himself more : 
fully of all the advantages of being part of the BCS. 

As to our future? I don't think personally it's practical, or even 
desirable, to consider leaving the BCS. Rather, I think it would be 
a disservice to our members, most of whom, on balance, prefer the 
affiliation, and many of whom benefit directly from it. But I may 
be wrong, and we'd like to hear from everyone who has a view on 
the subject. _^ 

CP/M Beginner Training? 

For some time now we have not held training classes in CP/M I 
computer subjects. Lately, however, I've had some queries from 
new owners of old Kaypros who need help. 

If enough people are interested in some basic training on a CP/ 
M Kaypro (five or more), Boskug will hold it. 

If interested, please call RACHEL CANN, at 232-8136 
(Brookline). She will organize one or more workshops, based on 
the response to this notice. So call her and tell her your needs! 



Strange Land (continued from page6) 

general ledgers to maintain. No graphic presentations to make. 
Why am I here? 

"You see. Doc, it all started when Tandy announced the 
TRS-80 Model One../'. 

While I didn't get my first computer (a VIC-20) until a couple 
of years later, Tandy's Model One set me to thinking. Maybe I 
COULD afford a computer. Newspaper articles began cropping 
up. TWELVE YEAR OLD MAKES FORTUNE WITH COM- 
PUTER! Public television got into the act. I watched in awe as a 
word processor searched and replaced. I gaped at rotating 
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wireframe graphics. But I was just a reader, a watcher, a listener. 
I was finally seduced while waiting for a friend in the lobby of 
the Sheraton Hotel. I saw a PONG machine; the first PONG 
machine I'd ever seen. The phosphors of its CRT already showed 
traces of image burn-in. The coin slot, its surface scratched by 
frantically searching coins, offered itself. I planted my feet on the 
carpet and entered the matrix. My entire being focussed on a 
small patch of white light. Time ceased. The last quarter de- 
ployed, I massaged my wrists, and refocused my eyes. Reality 
rushed at me. I felt like I'd just walked into a brightly lit street 
after spending hours in a movie theater. My friend joined me 
soon after and commented on my detached manner. How could 
I tell her where I'd been? 

■^■'■>';." ■■-■.■ 15 
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Directions to Lexington High School 

For February and March Boskug will meet in a new place 



Lexington High School has a large campus with many build- 
ings. Our February and March meetings will be held in the Career 
Guidance Center. This is located in Building E. It is part of a long, 
oblong building with three entrances, marked D, E and F. "E" is 
in the center of the building. 

Here are directions for getting to Lexington High School: 

From Rte 128 North: 

Take Rte 2A East, toward Lexington Center. Left at the first light 
(WORTHEN ST). There is a Dunkin Donuts at this corner. Three 
houses down on the LEFT is the entrance to the high school. 



Enter, and turn RIGHT. Drive to the CAREER GUIDANCE 
CENTER, a long oblong building at the far end of the campus. 
Park and enter at the center entrance, marked "E". 

From Rte 128 South: 

Take exit for RTFS 4 & 225 EAST, toward Lexington Center. Pass 
the Minuteman Statue. ONE BLOCK FURTHER, turn RIGHT 
onto MUZZEY ST., a one-way street. Muzzey dead-ends at an 
entrance to the high school. Enter campus and turn LEFT, park on 
other side of long, oblong building (Career Guidance Center), 
enter at center of building. 
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